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PAGE 01 STATE 090149 

61 

ORIGIN NODS-00 

INEO OCT-01 ISO-00 /OOl R 

66011 

DRAETED BY: NEA:EGABINGTON 
APPROVED BY: NEA:EGABINGTON 
S/S:MR ORTIZ 

069436 

O 142159Z APR 76 ZPP4 

PM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS IMMEDIATE 

CONPIDENTIAL STATE 090149 

NODIS 


POLLOWING REPEAT BEIRUT 3297 ACTION SECSTATE DTD 14 APR 
QTE 

CONPIDENTIAL BEIRUT 3297 

NODIS 

POR SECRETARY PROM BROWN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, LE 

SUBJECT: APRIL 13 VISIT TO JOUNIEH - GENERAL IMPRESSIONS 

1 . 1 HAVE A PEW GENERAL IMPRESSIONS FROM MY VISIT TO JOUNIEH 
APRIL 13. THE PIRST IS THE OVERWHELMING CONCERN ABOUT SECURITY 
AND THE CONVICTION THAT SYRIA ALONE CAN PROVIDE IT, WITH 
SOME REALIZING THAT INTERNATIONAL COVER POR THE SYRIANS WOULD BE 
PRUDENT. MOST ARE CONVINCED THAT ASAD HAS "CLEAN HANDS" (AS 
GEMAYEL PUT IT) BUT AFTER SO MANY YEARS OP TRADITIONAL MARONITE- 
SYRIAN ENMITY THEY REMAIN SOMEWHAT PUZZLED BY THIS DEVELOPMENT. 
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WM THE SECOND IMPRESSION IS THAT THERE WAS AN IMPROVEMENT TO 
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SOME EXTENT IN CONFIDENCE AS COMPARED WITH THE SITUATION EXISTING 
AT THE TIME OE MY PREVIOUS VISIT. MONASTIC ORDER CHIEE KASSIS 
SAID HE EOUND MORE SUPPORT IN EUROPE WHENCE HE HAD JUST RETURNED. 
THE ASAD SPEECH OF COURSE CONTRIBUTED, AS DID THE MERE EACT THAT 
I WAS AGAIN THERE, IF I AM TO BELIEVE WHAT I WAS REPEATEDLY TOLD. 

3. THE THIRD GENERAL IMPRESSION IS THAT THERE IS NO GENUINE DESIRE 
TO DIALOGUE WITH THE OTHER SIDE, THE CHASM OE DISTRUST STILL BEING 
TOO BROAD TO BRIDGE. 

4. INCIDENTALLY, I FOUND GEMAYEL TO BE PROBABLY THE MOST 
ELEXIBLE. HE STATED THAT, WHILE AT ONE TIME HE WAS NOT 
PREPARED EVEN TO DISCUSS A CHANGE IN THE CONSTITUTION, HE WAS 
NOW PREPARED TO LISTEN TO ALMOST ANY PROPOSAL. IP EVER A 
CHANCE POR DIALOGUE DEVELOPS, GEMAYEL WOULD PROBABLY BE 
THE LEADING CANDIDATE TO REPRESENT THE CHRISTIAN SIDE. BROWN 
UNQTE KISSINGER 


CONPIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CHRISTIANS, POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, SECURITY, CAT-B, TRAVEL REPORTS, POLITICAL LEADERS, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 14 APR 1976 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: vogelfj 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE090149 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: NEA:EGABlNGTON 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: N760003-0254 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 2 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9760461 /aaaabzqp.tel 

Line Count: 78 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN NODS 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: NODIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: vogelfj 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <22 JUN 2004 by izenbei0>; APPROVED <15 OCT 2004 by vogelf]> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: LOCK1 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: APRIL 13 VISIT TO JOUNIEH - GENERAL IMPRESSIONS 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, PFOR, LE, SY, MARONITES, (BROWN, L DEAN), (GEMAYEL, PIERRE) 

To: DAMASCUS 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



